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4. The electronic book of claim 2, wherein said control
means is on both said thumb pads.

5. The electronic book of claim 4, wherein said data
processing means includes software means having:

a routine for presenting a simulation of paging one page
forward on said displays;

a routine for presenting a simulation of paging one page
backward on said displays;

a routine for presenting a simulation of leafing pages
forwardly on said displays;

a routine for presenting a simulation of leafing pages
backwardly on said displays; and

the presentation of said simulations being controlled by

operation of said control means by said reader.

6. The electronic book of claim 5, wherein said control
means is disposed for operation by said reader with the
thumbs while the thumbs are in positions commonly used by
readers of printed books while reading said books.

7. The electronic book of claim 6, wherein:

said control means for controlling presentation of said
simulation of turning one page forward is on said left
thumb pad;

said control means for controlling presentation of said
simulation of turning one page backward is on said
right thumb pad; and

said control means for controlling presentation of said
simulations of leafing pages forwardly and leafing
pages backwardly is on both said left thumb pad and
said right thumb pad and controls presentation of said
simulations responsive to the speed of movement of the
thumbs of the reader and the directions of movement of
the thumbs of the reader across either said left thumb
pad or said right thumb pad.

8. The electronic book of claim 1, wherein said hinge
means comprises a plurality of extensible elements disposed
at intervals along said spine end portions for spanning the
end surfaces of said spine end portions.

9. The electronic book of claim 4, wherein said data input
means is a data memory storage device.

10. The electronic book of claim 4, wherein said data
input means is a small PC card.

11. The electronic book of claim 1, wherein said left
thumb pad and said right thumb pad each has a place
indicator means for indicating how much of a book being
displayed has been read relative to the portion to be read to
complete the book;

said place indicator means comprising a display synchro-
nized with the presentation of the contents of a book
being read.

12. The electronic book of claim 11, comprising:

a left pad display mounted within the interior of said left
thumb pad;

a right pad display mounted within the interior of said
right thumb pad;

pad display controller means for said left and right pad
displays in said data processing means;

a left wall portion on said left thumb pad and right wall
portion on said right thumb pad extending the length of
said pads and formed of a light passing material to
permit said reader to view said left pad display and said
right pad display through said wall portions;

said left pad display and said right pad display presenting
to said reader the display of two bands of contrasting
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color extending the full length of the said wall portions
and varying in width responsive to said pad display
controller means according to the extent of completion
of display of the contents of said book being read.
13. A method for presenting digital data representing the
contents of a printed book on a pair of displays mounted on
a hinged pair of housings connected with hinge means in a
manner simulating the facing pages of a printed book in an
electronic book, each of said housings having an inner spine
end portion rounded in the manner of the rounded pages of
an open printed book and said housings having a free outer
end portion said hinge means having a traveling pivot point
for maintaining contact between the rounded inner spine end
portions throughout opening and closing of said electronic
book, said electronic book having input means for said data,
data processing means for creating the effects of turning
pages and leafing through pages at different speeds on said
displays, and control means operable by a reader for con-
trolling presentation of said data, comprising the steps of:

placing the thumbs of both hands on the free outer ends
of said housings and opening said electronic book by
opening said housings relative to each other while
maintaining contact between said rounded inner spine
portions at said traveling pivot point throughout said
opening;

placing the thumb of one hand on an area of said control
means located at the free outer end portion of one of
said housings in a position commonly used for holding
an open printed book; and

applying pressure with the thumb in said position to cause
presentation of the effect of turning one page on said
displays.

14. The method of claim 13, comprising the steps of:

placing said thumb on a second area of said control means
located at said free outer end portion in a second
position commonly used for holding an open printed
book; and

moving said thumb in a direction along said area to cause
the effect of leafing pages on said displays.
15. The method of claim 14, comprising the steps of:

placing the thumb of the other hand on an area of said
control means located at the free outer end portion of
the other one of said housings in a position commonly
used for holding an open printed book;

applying pressure with the thumb of said other hand in

said position to cause presentation of the effect of
turning one page on said displays;
placing the thumb of said other hand on a second area of
said control means located at the free outer end portion
of said other one of said housings in a second position
commonly used for holding an open printed book; and

moving said thumb of said other hand in a direction along
said area to cause the effect of leafing pages on said
displays.

16. The method of claim 15, comprising the step of
moving the thumb on said second area on at least one of said
housings in opposite directions and at different speeds to
cause the effect of leafing through pages on said displays in
directions and at speeds dependent on the direction and
speed of movement of said thumb.
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